CORYNEBACTERIUM  DIPHTHERIAE
Definition:


This is a gram positive, non-sporing, non-motile and non-capsulated rod. It has got metachromatic granules on staining.

They are aerobic and can grow readily in artificial media, specially those containing blood or serum. Classified according to morphology of the colony into 3 types: gravis, intermedius and mitis 
Diphtheria:

This is caused by C. diphtheriae. The disease affects mainly the upper part of the respiratory tract. The organism produces a toxin that is responsible for the infection. The infection may spread from the larynx and pharynx to the adrenals, heart and kidneys.

Lab. diagnosis:

The condition is diagnosed by microscopy and culture of the organism, and identified by biochemical reactions and toxigenicity tests. Best selective medium is TBA.
