IMMUNITY AND IMMUNIZATION
Immunity is the resistance which the body possesses against microorganisms &  their products. Immunity is of two types: ​
1. Innate or basic immunity, which the individual possesses naturally.

2. Acquired immunity, is that acquired during the course of life.
Innate Immunity:

The body forms innate immunity by the following:

1. Surface defences, these include the skin & mucous membranes Many substances secreted by the skin & mucous membranes, e.g. : sweat, tears, mucus, saliva can wash away bacteria & may kill them.

2. Tissue defences, these can be divided into :​
          a) humoral defences e.g. blood that contains antibodies.

          b) cellular defences that protect the body by phagocytosis of   

               micro​organisms, e.g. macrophages.

Acquired Immunity:

This can be :​
1. Active: divided into :​
     a) Natural, obtained by:

     i) Attack of disease

    ii) Repeated small doses of organisms
     b) Artificial, obtained by vaccination
2. Passive: This can be :​
a) Natural: obtained from :​
     i) Mother via placenta.

     ii) Mother via milk.

b) Artificial: obtained by injection of gamma globulin from   

     an actively immune person or animal.

Immunization:

This is the application of artificial active acquired immunity in the form of vaccination against diseases. The uses of vaccination are :​
1. Protection against serious infections in the society ,e.g. vaccination    

    against polio-myelitis ,diphtheria .tetanus , T.B. & measles.
2. Protection of individuals traveling to other countries,

3. To protect against epidemics, e.g. vaccination against C.S.M.

4. To protect individuals at special risk to infection, e.g. vaccination against typhoid fever & influenza.

